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This was the third seminar under the 5th tranche UN Development Account project on trade facilitation 
for the SPECA countries, dedicated to electronic trade documents, as a response to the growing interest 
in this issue among the SPECA countries. Many of the economic problems in the landlocked countries 
of Central Asia, Afghanistan and Azerbaijan are caused by the lack of efficient trade procedures, and 
this problem hampers the trade development and economic modernization and growth. Trade facilitation 
(which includes the automation of trade documentation and information exchange) is meant to deal with 
this problem. The seminar focused on this aspect of automation of trade documentary procedures.  
 
The UNECE Regional Adviser in Trade organized this seminar in cooperation with UNESCAP. The 5th 
tranche UN Development Account project is led by the UNECE, and jointly implemented by UNECE 
and UNESCAP in cooperation with various aid agencies. Presentations and discussions covered: the 
significance of international standards for trade document exchange; trade data harmonization based on 
international codes, standards and modelling techniques; the link between e-documents in trade and the 
Single Window concept. GTZ and USAID experts participated actively in the seminar. Two practical 
examples were carried out on (a) data harmonization and (b) creation of electronic trade documents. It 
was decided to utilize the suggested tools: an EXCEL table for analyzing data element requirements, the 
UN toolkits for PDF documents and forms repositories, the interactive forms of Customs Declaration 
and Certificate of Origin. A study visit to the Cargo Terminal of Manas International Airport was 
organized in order to observe a pilot for electronic filling and filing of Customs goods declarations by 
Customs brokers. The brokers reported that the new way of filling and filing had significantly improved 
their work, while the Customs officers reported on a (non-measured) improvement of the efficiency of 
their work. Policy makers and experts from Customs, Ministries of Economy, Foreign Affairs, 
Agriculture and Transport, representatives of the business community from all SPECA countries besides 
Turkmenistan (Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan) 
participated. 
 
A pilot project for a “forms repository”, based on the tools presented at the seminar, was launched first 
for Kyrgyzstan and, if successful, it will be replicated in other countries in the region: e.g. Uzbekistan, 
Kazakhstan, Tajikistan or Azerbaijan. The seminar adopted a list of recommendations on the alignment 
of electronic trade documents to international standards. The seminar strengthened the links among the 
experts, and the best were invited to join a UN network of experts on electronic trade documents. The 
key decision was to establish a pilot project under the overall UNDA-5 project on creating a “forms 
repository” using the tools available at UNECE – as a web-based tool for trade facilitation on a sub-
regional basis. The participants accepted the idea of implementing international (UNECE) norms, 
standards and recommendations for the creation of electronic trade documents. GTZ and USAID 
committed further support and financing for the forms repository project. On the basis of these 
achievements, one can plan for a harmonized set of forms repositories in the region, based on the 
international standards.   
 
Click on the link to view the seminar conclusions.  
http://www.unece.org/trade/workshop/2008_Bishkek/recommendations_eng.doc   
For more information on the 5th tranche UNDA project please see: 
http://www.unece.org/trade/UNDev-account-project/welcome.htm
 

Thematic focus Venue Date Total participants 
TF, electronic trade documents Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan 3-5 Nov. 2008 36 
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